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Dahnke Ballroom, University of Notre Dame 

2004 Ironwood Circle | Suite 130 | South Bend, IN 46635 
 

574-232-5433 | life@prolifemichiana.org  
 

www.prolifemichiana.org 

32nd Annual 

Right to Life 
Benefit Dinner 

Commemorating 51 Years of Outreach, 
Education, Advocacy, and Prayer 
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Right to Life Michiana, Inc. and 
Right to Life Michiana Education Fund, Inc. 

Board of Directors                                                                                
 

Tom Gill, President and Interim Treasurer 

John Connaughton, Vice President 

Elaine Nicgorski, Secretary  

Rev. Andrew Budzinski 

Joanne Connaughton 

Carl Evans 

Ray Patnaude, Jr. 

 

Staff 
 

Antonio Marchi 

Executive Director 

Cindy Newcomer 

Office Manager 

Griffin McHaffie 

Outreach Manager 

Kelsey Niezgodski 

Project Assistant 

Karissa Meyers 

Program Specialist 

Roger Blaine (Volunteer) 

Volunteer Coordinator 
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Welcome 

Andrew Weiss 

Master of Ceremonies 

 

Honorary Chair Remarks 

Walter and Elaine Nicgorski 

 

Invocation 

Rev. Andrew Budzinski 

Pastor, St. Matthew Cathedral 
Board Member, Right to Life Michiana 

 

Keynote Interview 

Dr. Alveda King 

 

Organization Remarks and Appeal 

Antonio Marchi 

Executive Director, Right to Life Michiana 

 

Closing Prayer 

Dr. Alveda King 

 

32nd Annual Right to Life Benefit Dinner 
 

Program of Events 
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Sponsors 
 

Life Champion 
 

Catholic Charities Fort Wayne - South Bend 

Franciscan Alliance 
 

Life Defender  
 

The Hurst Family 

Kevin & Mimi Leahy  

University of Notre Dame 
 

Life Benefactor  
 

95.3 MNC 

Anonymous 

de Nicola Center for Ethics and Culture 

Diocese of Fort Wayne - South Bend 

Dr. Dennis and Lynn Fitzpatrick 

Gurley Leep Automotive 

HealthMarkets - Office of Ray Plagens 

Michael and Colleen Kendzicky 

Knights of Columbus Insurance - Andrew Weiss 

The Niswonger Family 

PulseFM 

Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration 

Sycamore Trust 

Tom’s Car Care Center, Inc. 

Mat and Therese Veldman 

WFRN Marketing 

WUBS 89.7 FM 

 



  

 

Table Hosts 

Anonymous 

Pat and Patty Farrell 

Dorsey Gordon 

Tony and Leslie Letcher 
HealthMarkets 

McGrath Institute for Church Life 

Walter and Elaine Nicgorski (1) 

Life Patron 

Walter and Elaine Nicgorski (2) 

Phil and Laura Seng Family 
and Friends 

St. Matthew Cathedral (1) 

St. Matthew Cathedral (2) 

The Stahl Family 

University Faculty for Life 

Anonymous 

B & B Farrier Service 

Baxmeyer 

Christ Chapel South Bend 

The Connaughton Family 

Dan and Petra Farrell and Family 

FTC Properties, LLC 

The Greathouse Family 

Holy Cross College (1) 

Holy Cross College (2) 

Holy Cross Parish 

Little Flower Church 
Knights of Columbus (1) 

Little Flower Church 
Knights of Columbus (2) 

The McFarland Family 

Murphy Rice, LLP 

ND Law School Jus Vitae 

Life Supporter 

Sheryl Noblitt 

Northside Baptist Church 

Sacred Heart Parish 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
(Mishawaka) 

 

St. Jude Catholic Church 

St. Monica Catholic Church 

St. Patrick/St. Hedwig 
Catholic Churches 

St. Pius X Catholic Church (1) 

St. Pius X Catholic Church (2) 

St. Pius X Catholic Church (3) 

St. Thomas More Academy (1) 

St. Thomas More Academy (2) 

St. Thomas More Academy (3) 

St. Thomas More Academy (4) 

Tailwind Homes, LLC 
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Advocates for Life 

(Donations of $25) 

(Donations of $50) 

Jan and Steve Chaudoir 

Maura Halloran 

Dr. Walter Halloran 

Nicholas and Lindsey Hanlon Family 

Diane Loebach 

Hal Loebach 

Peter and Marilyn McCasland 

Dr. Julie Plagens, DDS 

Ray Plagens - HealthMarkets 

Bonita Bykowski 

Edward and Rosemary Dlugosz 

Garrett Kazmierski 

Rebecca Kizer 

Mr. and Mrs. John Lushis 

Simone Ostric 

 

Friends of Life 
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In Loving Memory 
(Donations Made in Memory of Loved Ones) 

Ethel Adamo 

Jim Banner 

Anthony Black 

Virginia Black 

Barbara Brumbaugh 

Dom François de Feydeau 

Julie Fox 

Ms. Adeline Graber 

Lisa Elizabeth Henry 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Hirl 

John Kominkiewicz 

Andrew J. Krizman 

Andrew T. Krizman 

Florence Krizman 

Matthew Kuspa 

Paul Marz 

Michael Anthony Meyers 

Joan Mooney 

Rafaella Nardi 

Anthony Ostric 

Margaret Stanley 

Pastor Lester Frank Sumrall 

Mrs. Louise Layman Sumrall 

Mary Farrell Wronko 

(Donations Made in Children’s Names) 

Angels of Life 

Alice Black 

Ella Black 

Holly Black 

Andrew Peter Brumbaugh 

Heather Fox 

Kelly Fox 

Bridget Rose Kelly 

Fiona Mary Kelly 

Liam Thomas Kelly 

Maeve Elizabeth Kelly 

Teresa O’Shea Kelly 
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Silent Auction Donors 
95.3 MNC 

Antioch Youth Group 

Antonio’s Italian Ristorante 

Stephen Barany (2) 

The Cotton Family 

Diocese of Fort Wayne - South Bend Seminarians 

The Gill Family 

I’m Mary Katherine, LLC (2) 

J.R. Fox Jewelers 

Dr. Alveda King 

Kreager Consulting 

La Esperanza - South Bend 

Julie Lauck at Changing Table Studio 

Antonio and Jenny Marchi 

McAlister’s Deli - Mishawaka 

Mike’s Carwash 

Moreau Seminarians 

Monastery of the Holy Cross 

Noodles & Company - Mishawaka 

Senator Linda Rogers 

Sacred Woodworks 

She Found His Grace 

Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration 

St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

St. Joseph Retreat & Conference Center 

St. Mary’s College Belles for Life 

St. Pius Memorare Mom Ministry and St. Pius Respect Life Ministry 

The Spectacle Shoppe /Dr. Jason Rich 

Trinity Lutheran Church - Lutherans for Life 

Dawn VanArsdale 

Ziker 
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Andrew Weiss 
Master of Ceremonies 

Andrew is a financial advisor for the Knights of Columbus and has served 

the Catholic families of Michiana for ten years. He is a member of the 

Knights of Columbus Santa Maria Council #553, who have long been 

strong supporters of Right to Life Michiana. They have hosted the Annual 

March for Life since the 1970s and last year partnered with Right to Life 

Michiana on the “Stuff-a-Semi” project resulting in a record-breaking 

donation to a local pregnancy resource center.  

Andrew and his wife Danielle have four children and are parishioners at 

Saint Joseph Parish in South Bend. 
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Walter and Elaine Nicgorski 
Honorary Chair Couple 

Walter and Elaine Nicgorski moved to South Bend in 1964 along with their 

firstborn, one-year-old child. They left Chicago where Walter was completing his 

Ph.D. in political science and Elaine had been employed in restaurant 

management at Marshall Field & Co. Their three children, Ann, Stephen, and 

Alan, graduated from St. Joseph High School and the University of Notre Dame. 

Walter served as a faculty member at Notre Dame until his retirement in 2012. 

After the Roe v. Wade decision overturning abortion bans in forty-eight states, 

Walter and Elaine joined St. Joseph County Right to Life with a determination to 

do all they could to counter the liberalized abortion practices then on the 

horizon. They were convinced that there was no more foundational right or moral 

principle than that innocent life should be protected by law. In the first years of 

their membership, Walter volunteered in the office, wrote a legislative watch 

column for the local newsletter, and even helped directly persuade Mayor 

Richard Lugar, later Senator, to embrace a pro-life position. Then Elaine picked 

up the ball and served Right to Life by volunteering in the office, sidewalk 

counseling, marching and demonstrating, as well as serving on the Board of 

Directors of Right to Life as secretary over the last twenty years. They have joined 

the March on Washington twice and have been active in Notre Dame’s chapter of 

University Faculty for Life.  Walter and Elaine rejoice in being able to witness the 

Dobbs decision and the subsequent firm and intelligent legislation by the 

Indiana Senate and House. 
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Dr. Alveda King 
Keynote Interview 

Alveda C. King is an evangelist and civil rights activist and is also 

known for her creative contributions in film, music, and journalism. 

She is also an actress, singer, songwriter, blogger, author, a television 

and radio personality, and a former college professor. As a guardian 

of the King Family Legacy, Alveda is the daughter of civil rights 

leaders Rev. A.D. King and Mrs. Naomi King; the granddaughter of 

Rev. Martin Luther King, Senior and Mrs. Alberta Williams King, and 

the niece of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Junior.  
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Thomas Langhofer, CFP® 
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Dr. Kathleen Toepp Neuhoff 

727 E. Jefferson Blvd., South Bend, IN 46617 

(574) 287-5859 

Complete and gentle foot and ankle care for all ages 
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Proudly Supporting 
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Designed and 

formed by God 

Greg and Katy Dudeck 
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Fair play games tournaments 
 

Roger E. Blaine, Director 

P.O. Box 353,  Osceola, IN  46561 

574-360-9105        reblaine@hotmail.com 
 

Chess – Checkers – Backgammon  – Scrabble 

“Jack of All Games” 

mailto:reblaine@hotmail.com
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Life is precious... 

...an awesome gift. 

 

Margie Dornbos 
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Sycamore Trust - 22 
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The Coffee Spot Café  - 18 
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